
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through a statewide collaboration of Adult Education ELL Instructors considering our population’s unique needs, KY Skills U ESL programs will assemble ELL-
specific and replicable best practices for distance learning outlined in KYSU Implementation Guidelines. These practices address blended learning and digital 
literacy; Learning Management and/or videoconferencing platforms for coordinating distance learning; and remote proctoring options for students who have 
barriers to onsite testing. 
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FY 20-21 Digital Curriculum 
Available to Providers: 

Burlington English – 
Foundational ESL  
NewsELA –ESL resource for 
IELCE Civics, plus a variety of 
other audiences (we have paid 
subscriptions for a year). 
Edgenuity – Piloting for GED 
prep; lessons can be translated 
into over 60 languages. 
Find low-cost internet service 
and computers in your area. One 
resource for that is 
EveryoneOn.org. Here is a 
Kentucky-specific list compiled 
by the DLLs. 
Consider smart-phone 
accessible resources, since many 
students only have regular, 
ongoing access to phone-based 
technology. 
• Newsela (available offline 

and tracks time). Folder of 
resources/tutorials 

• Marshall Reading Program 
has developed an app (reliant 
on WIFI) that connects to the 
website Reading Skills for 
Today’s Adults and converts 
some of its activities to app-
friendly platforms. Students 
will need to screenshot the 
results for DL credit.  

 
 

• Create orientation, enrollment, 
and testing plans for both warm 
and cold weather, so that you 
can stage students outdoors. 

• Use an appointment scheduler, 
such as Appointment Plus OR 
Calendly. 

• Designate specific days and   
times for enrollment. Boone 
schedules them every 4-5 weeks. 
Alternately, follow a provider’s 
term & enrollment calendar. 

• Designate one point-person for 
enrollment consistency. 

• Embed online registration forms 
with videos to explain the 
process, such as this from 
Kenton ESL. Create your own 
using this link. 

• OCTC has learned that if new 
students are willing to complete 
an online check-in form for 
enrollments, then they are more 
likely to complete online 
assignments and persist. 
Check-ins occur monthly at two 
different times. 

• WKCTC has built a network of 
community leaders to help 
distribute paper packets, 
enrollment packets, and 
assistance in coordinating 
enrollment testing in cars, etc. 

Out-of-class communication 
Consider using text-based 
communications, such as Google 
Voice, WhatsApp, or Remind to 
communicate with students. 
• Find pros and cons for these 

apps here.  
• Find translated Remind video 

and screen shot tutorials 
here. 

Use student-friendly digital 
templates to organize lessons, 
like the new GED HII-aligned 
Math Hyperdoc Lesson Plans 
now available on the KYSU 
Lesson Bank so that lessons can 
be sent as a link in a text 
message. 
Links to video orientations and 
lessons can be texted to 
students.  
• Check out this video by 

Ashley Pierce from JCPS and  
• these BE lessons by Elizabeth 

Osbourne from BCTC. 
Instead of Google Classroom, 
create a Google site or program/ 
class webpage, like this from 
Kenton ESL. The link to the 
website can be shared in a text or 
message system. Other ideas can 
be found in the KYSU Student Site 
Examples assembled by the 
Distance Learning Leads. 
 

Orientation, 
Enrollment, and Testing Technology Support 

Keep low-level  
LEARNERS in mind Communication Identify go-to  

resources 

1. Make technology support 
part of the orientation 
process. 

• Administer online digital learning 
suitability surveys, such as ones 
from Cell-Ed, Minnesota State, 
and Lord Fairfax CC ABE 
adapting for L1 as appropriate. 
These surveys from SKYCTC use 
pictures; available in print and in 
Google Forms (copy here). 

• Create Google accounts, connect 
with Google Drive/Classroom, 
add students to Remind before 
students leave F2F orientation. 

• Conduct technology orientations, 
followed up with “how to” video 
tutorials. 

• Students are asked to bring any 
technology they plan to use for 
learning to OCTC’s ESL check-in, 
which has clear-cut technology 
objectives, including a Google 
drawing of how to use available   
Chromebooks. 

• Orient students (F2F) to the 
videoconference platform. 
• JCPS Zoom Orientation 

presentation 
• SKYCTC Google Meet 

resources 
• Webex student tutorial by Jon 

Reynolds of GCTC (edit a 
copy here) 

• Use platforms with which 
students are already familiar, 
such as WhatsApp, for holding 
virtual classes to transition to 
Zoom, etc. 

• Send recorded/audio messages 
rather than text messages on 
platforms like WhatsApp or 
Remind.  

• Incorporate L1 instructions via 
text messages using L1 apps 
such as Talking Points. 

• Send quick “how to” videos to 
students via Remind, 
WhatsApp, text 
• Check out this video by 

Ashley Pierce from JCPS 
and  

• these BE lessons by 
Elizabeth Osbourne from 
BCTC. 

• Remember that 
BurlingtonEnglish has video 
tutorials in several different 
languages.  

• Check out some of the ideas 
for low-literacy students in the 
TABE Level L RLA Google 
Classroom. Email Beth 
(b.rudd@moreheadstate.edu) 
or Jo 
(jbotts@moreheadstate.edu) 
for the class code. 

 
 

https://www.burlingtonenglish.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers?partner=everyoneon.org
https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers?partner=everyoneon.org
https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers?partner=everyoneon.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZIixPkcdK8KoOY9UuV6EqC3d3vwPBaQElt7HEAiVlrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12QcxEPYEHDhIcG75eMXWK3qr6_o1jbJh?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12QcxEPYEHDhIcG75eMXWK3qr6_o1jbJh?usp=sharing
https://clrsta.glideapp.io/
https://www.readingskills4today.com/
https://www.readingskills4today.com/
https://calendly.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19uQGffHTwhS6mw6rrqGrTLs3Ss-FVEbo25t2lXI6m8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19uQGffHTwhS6mw6rrqGrTLs3Ss-FVEbo25t2lXI6m8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FMfZVR6PUuMfQBJtMBad7_7wmFgQ4xwFRRj7IYsuKGA/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1FMfZVR6PUuMfQBJtMBad7_7wmFgQ4xwFRRj7IYsuKGA/copy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDEu6wqlhbwZcx2Ag0TAc15v2COesfnLvT7WttZYxFdWm3Dw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c3qH8_dTu5zA-FkZ4YN7Sa7oCoMXToz8K2SeiESCVng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c3qH8_dTu5zA-FkZ4YN7Sa7oCoMXToz8K2SeiESCVng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nuQafN4c22SX83osjfAinEKtYJ2rLmOzIoCAoPUTv9s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nuQafN4c22SX83osjfAinEKtYJ2rLmOzIoCAoPUTv9s/edit?usp=sharing
https://lessonbank.kyae.ky.gov/lessons/hyperdoc-lesson-plans/
https://lessonbank.kyae.ky.gov/lessons/hyperdoc-lesson-plans/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui6zGE3udRREna42M1w9YNwMh1wF_FiR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui6zGE3udRREna42M1w9YNwMh1wF_FiR/view
https://www.youtube.com/user/elosbourne
https://www.youtube.com/user/elosbourne
https://www.kentonesl.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vYcn_bpXinsrJ_RK4hsrNA4KBd1pmMsKYgu5vBelawc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vYcn_bpXinsrJ_RK4hsrNA4KBd1pmMsKYgu5vBelawc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Omsh1IaOUmiwiKOiNVo6XfiCRvXB4fX9/view?usp=sharing
https://www.minnstate.edu/online/distancelearningquiz.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jN1J2GdL2XbY13uTuG1CdaYWCBeJp5B35HAekmcIdGI/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUG9OPG8dFLzLp2zwNZCeKUigrqKQYineiWqRqcvEx9J3IXQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fTnWI-PQ6ztZEA_6yiWMd2LdTNoLD_Vt/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FlXpO2qqvL6PVSaY-hYnwuFmkBjp4NJnlrCMcyEMnFg/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KQWTZGH38QYay7DgImIJGlbmpCLeBld7-XJG074kcZE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1wuthXhiAf4ia1HXO9usOc92dGm1Nxtu1QY2Za_7FqKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1wuthXhiAf4ia1HXO9usOc92dGm1Nxtu1QY2Za_7FqKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LbawGd3Pfg6h6uzqwY9IohCONsw-HdJKk7FjV5qHb6E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LbawGd3Pfg6h6uzqwY9IohCONsw-HdJKk7FjV5qHb6E/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k5xpWHAMiu8xnykRYFlxTqg17bRYoLhC?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k5xpWHAMiu8xnykRYFlxTqg17bRYoLhC?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LLFXJILImHCeoNC5IFSE2-K9ULgHcWmPHM4feqVIJnA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LLFXJILImHCeoNC5IFSE2-K9ULgHcWmPHM4feqVIJnA/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LLFXJILImHCeoNC5IFSE2-K9ULgHcWmPHM4feqVIJnA/copy?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/wvJ8tH9NAjA
https://talkingpts.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui6zGE3udRREna42M1w9YNwMh1wF_FiR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui6zGE3udRREna42M1w9YNwMh1wF_FiR/view
https://www.youtube.com/user/elosbourne
https://www.youtube.com/user/elosbourne
mailto:b.rudd@moreheadstate.edu
mailto:jbotts@moreheadstate.edu
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• Use subtitles in video 
orientations or other video 
tutorials, such as GCTC’s testing 
day instruction video. 

 
TESTING 

• Schedule regular in-person post-
testing days and times. 

• Create a testing policy that 
designates how students earn 
asynchronous credit and 
minimum participation hours, 
like this from Boone. 

• Consider technology lending 
programs such as these 
suggestions found in KYSU 
Technology Lending Policies. 
 
 

Take advantage of your site’s 
parking lot 
• Kenton County tests students in 

their vehicles during warm 
months, and they send a video 
link of testing day instructions.  

• Boone County also uses parking 
lot testing, with outdoor 
seating/tables for testing. 

 
 

In-class virtual communication  

Beginning each virtual class with 
a quick share, ice breaker, visual 
warm-up, etc., such as 
Rock/Paper/Scissors, home 
scavenger hunts, or other Zoom 
games adapted for language 
learning, creates an online 
community, reinforces 
vocabulary, and acclimates 
students to the technology. 

Use the features of Zoom (or other 
videoconferencing tools) to mirror 
F2F classes, including how Tanya 
Johnson uses breakout rooms. 

Practice listening skills by playing 
the audio of BE’s Adapted 
Readers (or other dialogues, etc.) 
without sharing the screen for the 
text. Recommence screen sharing 
for the reading activities to check 
for comprehension.  

See how Jayme Adelson-
Goldstein recommends 
substituting F2F practices to an 
online environment.  

Create an engaging virtual 
classroom using Bitmojis. See 
how several programs have 
incorporated them in the KYSU 
Bitmoji Exemplars folder. Links 
from the classroom can be sent 
via text messaging. 

 
 

2. Plan for follow-up technology 
support. 

• Troubleshoot technology before 
actual classes. During class, 
use students of the same L1 to 
explain technology to 
classmates. 

• Stagger class times so that one 
person is available for 
troubleshooting technology 
while classes are meeting. 

• Schedule regular virtual or F2F 
technology troubleshooting 
sessions. 

• Instruct students how to take a 
picture of work on their phones 
and send as attachments in 
text/Remind/WhatsApp 
messages or Google Classroom 
assignments. 

• Create L1 or screenshot 
support documents and video 
tutorials to walk students step-
by-step through how to access 
learning platforms. 

• Create a YouTube playlist of 
common tutorials, like this from 
Kenton County ESL for BE and 
Zoom. 
 

3. Consistently incorporate 
technology in the classroom. 

For more tech-aware students, 
utilize an LMS, such as Google 
Classroom, Canvas, or Moodle, 
in class for small assignments. 
Here is a Google Classroom 
example from OCTC. 

 
 

Bow Valley College Readers offer 
leveled texts around everyday 
situations. Texts are accompanied 
by audio. 
Live Worksheets  transform your 
original, traditional worksheets 
into interactive exercises with self- 
correction. Read the pros and cons 
of the worksheets as outlined by 
GCTC. Check out their video 
tutorials for finding existing ones 
or creating one’s own. 
Songs and Activities for English 
Language Learners organizes 
hundreds of classroom-friendly 
songs by theme with YouTube 
videos, lesson plan ideas, and 
grammar topics. 
Learn English with Jennifer: 
Lessons for Beginners, a playlist of 
65 lessons. 
Color Vowel English Language 
Training Solutions organizes 
spoken English visually. Check out 
the video introduction and 
highlight reel that GCTC have 
created. Note that this is not a free 
resource.  
Breaking News English offers non-
fiction articles at differentiated 
levels and audio speeds. Caveat: 
students will need to be shown 
how to navigate around the ads. 

Find other instructional technology 
resources on the Instructional 
Technology Framework; look for 
the ESL tab.  

Orientation, 
Enrollment, and Testing Communication Technology Support Identify go-to  

resources 
Keep low-level  

LEARNERS in mind 
 

• To teach beginning 
pronunciation, have students 
download the Sounds App 
(with a yellow background) for 
practice with basic sounds 
and the Phonogram App (with 
a gray background) for 
practice with blends. 

  
 
Seeking more practices for 
low-level ELLs!  
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https://youtu.be/qF_7IkYNIV0
https://youtu.be/qF_7IkYNIV0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19uQGffHTwhS6mw6rrqGrTLs3Ss-FVEbo25t2lXI6m8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_s1iftZFHKVTbP5ghq_I0wFyAd1QgySTV1QbJ_112tI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_s1iftZFHKVTbP5ghq_I0wFyAd1QgySTV1QbJ_112tI/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/qF_7IkYNIV0
https://youtu.be/7BrdHfdiaWw
https://youtu.be/G0HoUDhRpKA
https://youtu.be/G0HoUDhRpKA
https://youtu.be/iJIAqgvSX8c
https://youtu.be/Nd-jLmQUebs
https://youtu.be/Nd-jLmQUebs
http://ciy-downloads.s3.amazonaws.com/CIY_Zoom_Games.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3SXbRL_TpTQYf3enLuF3LiWkakvRSA2d-Sq-kLXUABFPCjxJ8sirUkH0E
http://ciy-downloads.s3.amazonaws.com/CIY_Zoom_Games.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3SXbRL_TpTQYf3enLuF3LiWkakvRSA2d-Sq-kLXUABFPCjxJ8sirUkH0E
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mhA1RzCoStNcnsuODDbNT24BGP02nlc-IIwIK8p4ys4/edit?usp=sharing
https://edtech.worlded.org/maintaining-our-balance-transferring-our-sustaining-high-leverage-practices-to-the-virtual-learning-environment/?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ETCetera_2%2f26&utm_medium=email
https://edtech.worlded.org/maintaining-our-balance-transferring-our-sustaining-high-leverage-practices-to-the-virtual-learning-environment/?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ETCetera_2%2f26&utm_medium=email
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VsEmL28bf528rzEjVybZpLNPtg4rLIAU4HRJlDllPp4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/12Qp7ZynofM23CYvuv54HdrP7XIsPAZ-k
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7cyaJTKhUnwOzshNZTUgV-6QoQHjwCtB
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7cyaJTKhUnwOzshNZTUgV-6QoQHjwCtB
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AFPksW0x4vrg4-0Xq2JGjeLObG_ys2YV3kBzZEcUMbI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AFPksW0x4vrg4-0Xq2JGjeLObG_ys2YV3kBzZEcUMbI/edit?usp=sharing
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/learners/readers.php
https://www.liveworksheets.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n0YQy8gPtrUWbVkUrjTSJZ76ndamYe9Yrn8Tx_iZWrU/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/d4BNd1eUB7E
https://youtu.be/pB-5CENUCi8
https://sandraheyersongs.com/
https://sandraheyersongs.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0A0C8CFFE9712B76
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0A0C8CFFE9712B76
https://colorvowel.com/teachers/
https://colorvowel.com/teachers/
https://youtu.be/Z-NAEzEHKsw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IRx_ROcUCrI10Yq2T1bbjjG81M5RECT3OCaHBbBtZF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Yt77tPsTSCtxhyEZDJMYg1coQ2KhbR6p_etsh4KIb8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Yt77tPsTSCtxhyEZDJMYg1coQ2KhbR6p_etsh4KIb8/edit?usp=sharing

